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any need for an Anglo-Japanese Alliance?" Yamagata
replied, "The Anglo-Japanese Alliance covers the whole
of the Far East, of which Korea is a part only. If we can also
come to a separate understanding with Russia about that
part, it will be excellent. The matter is, however, too
important for one person to deal with independently, and I
think you should report on Russia's attitude and await the
Government's decision. I would beg you to give this point
your best attention."
This made Ito furious. What he wanted was an agreement
with Russia, not one with Britain : he did not think a
solution to the Russian question could be found in any
other way. And here was Yamagata talking about the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance as the principal thing and the agreement
with Russia as a subsidiary measure affecting Korea alone !
This was not at all what he intended. Worse, in the very
negotiations by which he set so much store he was to be
restricted by Yamagata ! No wonder he burst out, "If I'm
going to have all that bother, I'm not going. In any case,
I didn't ask to go."
Inouye couldn't have this, so he turned to It5, who was
sitting next to him, and tried to reassure him by saying
that he did not think that even Yamagata and Katsura
meant to insist on an Anglo-Japanese Alliance at all costs.
It was of no use trying to arrange things to suit themselves
in Japan ; nothing could result unless the other party agreed.
Katsura immediately followed suit with "Of course", and
between the two of them they calmed Ito down. With that,
the mission to Russia was decided on.
Baron Hayashi had received on October 8, from his
Foreign Minister Komura, full powers to negotiate with
England. He had made such good use of his opportunities
that by November 6 he had been handed the draft of a
treaty. But on the 13th of the same month he received
from his own Government an unexpected telegram of
instructions. It was to the following effect: * Ton will be
informed of the Government's decision on the draft of the Anglo~
Japanese Treaty as soon as possible. In the meantime proceed to Paris
to meet the Marquis Its. Show him all telegrams on the subject and use
jour best endeavours to secure his support for the English draft. The
results of jour conversations with him should be reported by telegram.9
Hayashi had already learned from his private corre-